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understood as a means of maintaining exclusivity. Although membership is in
constant flux, the ideology, etiquette, and fashion set by this upper strata of
colonial society remain the ideal for those lower on the social scale. Ironically,
the elite are themselves influenced by wider trends. In this regard, Nutini's
comments regarding French influence during the nineteenth century are
especially cogent.
Finally, this study of elites corrects stereotypes and contributes to
theory. Nutini's work refines a few of David Brading's general assertions
about the upper class (see especially pp. 269-71). He also reveals Vilfedo
Pareto's analysis as having overstated the importance of renewal and elite
circulation. In this respect, Nutini's study serves as a model for other Latin
American scholars who too often employ a parochial and provincial approach
and fail to contextualize the issue at hand and explore theoretical implications.
To this praise, however, one must add that Nutini's tome is not
perfect. Occasionally one encounters factual errors, such as listing Cortes'
birthplace as Cuba (p. 149). He also seems confused early in the book on the
meaning of encomienda. At one point, he defines encomienda as "land in
trust... which included a corresponding number of Indians" (p. 159). In three
other places he confuses land and Indians and encomienda (pp. 146, 151, 173),
but eventually corrects the concept (pp. 162 and 236). He also speaks of the
"thorough conversion of the [native] people to Catholicism" (p. 144, emphasis
mine), thus ignoring all the literature on religious syncretism and idolatry.
Finally, he speaks of "professional soldiers" (p. 156) as conquistadors,
ignoring James M. Lockhart's discussion of the "citizen soldiers" who
accompanied Pizarro to Peru. In short, The Wages of Conquest would have
benefitted from the author consulting, in addition to the many sources that
support this study, a few more that would have allowed him to compare the
Mexican case with others in Latin America.
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